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Assignment:
‘Due to climate change the city of Leiden needs to become 
more climate adaptive. How can we use the heritage as a 
vector to improve streets and squares in Leiden.’



LEIDEN- LOCATIONS

Group 1: 
Oosterkerkstraat, 
Levendaal

Group 3: Kaasmarkt
Hooglandse kerkplein

Group 2: 
Stadshuisplein
Douzastraat



3 groups

Group 1: ‘Breaking with history’

Group 2: ‘Design through disaster’ 

Group 3: ‘A vision for a greener, open, new, old Leiden’
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Breaking with history
Levendaal & Oosterkerkstraat

Presented by: Alina Bruder & Julius Knoester
Other contributors: Luka Stuurman, Robin van Wolfswinkel & Jasper Kooiker
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The two streets
1. Levendaal

2. Oosterkerkstraat
(Ir. Dreissenstraat)

• Both connected through
a shared theme of
‘breaks’
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Climate effects 1/2
• Both areas exhibit high-water retention

- In 2050

• They also have a high perceived temperature

- In 2050
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Climate effects 2/2
• In the Ir. Driessenstraat there is a lack

of greenery 

- 300-500m away
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Levendaal
Theme: Historic breaks

• The old canal (dug in 1386 - 1389)

• Removed between 1934 and 1936

• Crosses the Roman ‘Limes’

• On the border of the old city wall
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Overview of the streets/changes
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Levendaal canal
• Standard street profile Levendaal

• Representing the old canal
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Levendaal
• Oranjeboomstraat intersection

- (Hooigracht)

- Breakthrough theme

• Next slide
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Levendaal
• Bridge design
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Discover theworld at Leiden University

Levendaal/Gerengracht
• A straight green stroke

• The ‘Levendaalsetoren’

- 80 years war
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Levendaal limes
• The limes border

- Represented with a brick gradient and
a ‘Roman’ border stone
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Levendaal/Plantagelaan
• Connection

• Rejoining of traffic

• Water drain

- Into the Singel
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Oosterkerkstraat/Ir. Driessenstraat/Kerksteeg
Theme: Literal breakthroughs

• Started in 1938

• Literal breakthroughs

• Traffic road 1960s

• Currently not that busy
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Overview of the streets/changes
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Discover theworld at Leiden University

Medieval
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Discover theworld at Leiden University

Design 1: Late Medieval cross section
N S

Cycling street

Carpinus betulus 
'Fastigiata’ (Hornbeam) + 
Alnus glutinosa (Alder)
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Design 1: Late Medieval street top view
Houses Houses

N S

‘Kinderkoppen’ 
on the side
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Design 1.1: Late Medieval cross section 
(next to park)

N S

The pergola brings the park over the 
street
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Ir. Driessenstraat in 1957
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Houses

N S

Design 1: top view Lonicera periclymenum 
(honeysuckle; medieval medicine)
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Cotton factory

28
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Design 2: Cotton factory cross section (next 
to park)

N S

The pergola brings the park over the 
street

Cloth, slanted for 
water flow
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The ‘Katoenfabriek’

The Oosterkerk next to the 
cotton factory
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Design 2: Cotton factory top view
Houses

N S

Park

Cooling effect 
in the summer
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Houses

N S

Design 2: Cotton factory park top view
Clematis vitalba (old man's beard; Looks 
like cotton)
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Flour factory
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Design 3: Meelfabriek cross section
N S
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The ‘Meelfabriek’ in 1970 and now
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Design 3: Meelfabriek cross section (next to 
park)

S! N!

The pergola brings the park over the 
street

P



Discover theworld at Leiden University

Design 3: Meelfabriek top view

N S

‘Meelfabriek’

Park

Akebia quinate (chocolate vine)

Recycled steel from the ‘Meelfabriek’
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Short Questions/Remarks
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Short Questions/Remarks



Perspectives

Three different approaches to show heritage:
Group 1: in the streets different point in history are shown with 
elements and greenery that reference the historical situation

Group 2: two places are connected with disaster, being told in a 
mosaic and fountains. These are parts of a larger heritage route 
through the area

Group 3: The layout of previous buildings are brought back in the 
layout of the park and square



Opportunities and reminders

• Incorporating multiple heritage layers in design.
• Integrating elements/plants that relate to these heritage layers.
• Both zooming out and zooming in: What places have similar 

histories and can be connected.
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